
 

A love of the law...and order 
Celebrating Brookfield Women  

As part of our month-long celebration of Women’s History Month this March, Brookfield 
Properties is proud to put the spotlight on some of our female leaders who continue to 
achieve, innovate and raise the benchmark in both our workplace and the broader industry. 

Creating a culture that is based on authenticity, respect and understanding and where people 
feel empowered to grow in both their work and in themselves is just one of the goals that 
Anna-Athanasia Dervenis aims to achieve. Recently promoted to Senior Vice President | Legal, 
Anna is an integral part of the Brookfield Properties team in Australia and a role model to many.  

No two days are ever the same 

Anna’s love of the law was inspired by a fascination with 
the show “Law & Order”. Studying commerce was 
always on the agenda but once begun, Anna found 
herself enjoying the switch to law. “Law was a different 
way of thinking and analysing to which I had become 
accustomed but I had some great lecturers and my 
interest in the field grew over time.” 

Fast forward to today and there is never a dull moment 
for Anna and her team. “There is no “day-to-day role” 
because every day is different. Crazily that’s one of 
the things I really enjoy about it. I get to be involved in 
such an array of matters that my day can be described 
as anything but dull. From negotiating our next great 
deal, to assisting with risk assessments on the use of a 
rooftop helipad. It’s such a dynamic and active 
business that you never know what the day will bring.” 

Almost 8 years into her time at Brookfield Properties, Anna enjoys her complex and challenging 
workload, and believes this is one of the benefits of being a part of the Brookfield Properties 
team. “Knowing that I am part of this melting pot of people that possess such depth and 
diversity of experience helps navigate those challenges with a more even keel.” 

Leading a great team  

Danny Poljak, Executive Vice President & Co-Head, highlights that Anna is a great leader, 
leading a great team.  

“Anna’s first project she worked on was to assist in bringing our 405 Bourke Street 
development to life. It involved some real challenges that needed some creative and strategic 



 

thinking; to see this project now nearing completion gives a real sense of what Anna’s team 
has helped accomplish,” he said.  

One of Anna’s more recent projects was One the Esplanade, Perth. “This is notable for me; not 
just because of the project itself but also because it allowed me to take part in my first Smoking 
Ceremony with the Whadjuk People of the Nyoongar Nation. This deeply spiritual ritual 
brought together different cultures in such an embracing and inclusive way that gifted me 
another lens through which I had additional insight into the impact of what we do.”  

Lessons learned 

What other lessons have been learned along the way? 

“One of my biggest lessons in life has been that we are all unique and there is such 
empowerment in being your authentic self in the workplace.  It is that feeling of empowerment 
and self-awareness that everyone in the workplace should be able to feel, and ultimately bring 
their best self to contribute to the little microcosm of our business.”  

“It is also important to give acknowledgement and praise where it is due, and for that reason 
it would be remiss of me to not give a shout out to the incredible legal team here at Brookfield 
Properties. They are some of the most intelligent, kind and resilient group of people with whom 
I have the privilege of working and have played an integral part in all achievements of the 
business and also my own, and for that I am grateful.” 


